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Sea of Dreams

A mystical tale of old Mexico awants in Sea of Direans.

By Gmurmay [ 02072007 | Filed under Movies
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With more blues than a thousand seaside sunsets comes the Mexican lable Seq of Dreams, one of the
sl beautiful-looking films wo grace the screen all vear.

The story starts with the rescue of a small girl from the water. Grecia (Sendi Bar) is a local from the
Spamsh Island village, soved in the boat her father had built for her. The villagers consader this a
miracle. Once recovered, the girl seems Lo have magical powers. 16 she touches the lishermen’s nets,
they bring in a bounty of golden fish. She has the abality to find black pearls in the water, a svmbol of
good luck. But as she gets older, the bovs in the village begin to vie tor her aflecuons. One might
Grecia goes swimming and a local lad follows. As he tries 1o Kiss her, the sea tums black and the boy
disappears. A matron (Sonia Braga) decnes that the sea has laid clam to the voung woman and that the
sea will kall any man who proclaims to love her.

[tis twenty or so vears later and a voung photographer (Jonathon Schaech) has come wo the island
village w document the places where his deceased Tather painted. One of the first prctures bhe takes s of
the young woman Grecia. He is smitten by this beauty and begins to lind out about her. Everyone is
the village spums her. She and her grandmother live alone near the water.

But, not evervone hates Grecia. Sebastian 15 the brother of the drown victim. He loves Grecia but 1s
alrad o proclanm his love Tor her. He is a it awkward, both physically and emotionally. He is mone
like a loving puppy than a serious suitor. She shows signs of allfection for him, bot ot could be that she
just longs for anyone o show her attentions.

The photographer doesn’t believe in curses or magie. He is a logical man and has come o this guiet
place w find a wite. And that wile 15 to be Grecia. The [ilm becomes a triangle of two men trving o
impress a woman., While this goes on, the sea shows signs of disapproval. 1t is coincidence or is
something magical atoot”? The balance between science and supernatural 15 the doving force beland Sea
af Direains.

The tilm literally jumps from the screen is a wash of color. Jose Bojorquez loads his cinematic
paintbrush and sprays s moving canvas with exploding hues. This s ke a loving posteand, depicting
a place in tender terms.

Ome of the brilliant things about the story is that it never truly telegraphs the ending. As a wnler,
Bojorquez has not only given lis audience interesting characters but a story that has no easy answers.
While the ultimate ending makes narrative sense, i1 also COMES ACI0SS 48 4 SUNPrise.

Although all of the actors do line jobs, three perfomances just stand out. Fiest of all Braga sull gets that
lowing caress [rom the camera. Here she plavs a grandmother but still looks perfect. The performance
calls for her to be cold and menacing, which she does with ey supremacy. 1 thought that Schaech, as
o voree of reason, was ideally cast. With those matinee wol good looks, e should doowell on the
silver screen. But the biggest pf.m:::, have o gow Bar as Grecia, Mot only s she one of the Treshest
Faces of 207, she gives a performance that 1= equally heanbreaking and heart-lilled 1n her CVErY SCene,
she qust lights up the proceedings.

Sea of Dreamis 15 a different movie expenence and one of the best September releases. For those
willing tor take a cinematic chance, take a dip imo ths linle gem.
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